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Lanolin. 

Liebreich (Deutsche mcdicinischc Wochcnschrift, No. 28,1886) directs atten¬ 
tion toseveral important points regarding lanolin. Its keeping qualities, as well 
as its non-irritating properties, depend upon the thorough elimination of its free 
fatty acids. In the crude wool-fat these acids are present in the proportion of 
twenty to thirty per cent. Analj-ses of the different preparations of lanolin 
(wool-fat plus a proportion of water) on the market disclose wide differences 
in this respect; that by one pharmacist being practically free from the fatty 
acids, while in that of another, doubtless on account of partial elimination of 
the neutral wool-fat, these acids are found present in greater proportion than 
occurs in the crude wool-fat; in the others the percentage varies between these 
two extremes. The following are the actual results: Heincr’s, 23.24 per cent.; 
Merck’s, 12.23 per cent.; Riedel’s, 11.12 per cent.; Jafie & Dannstadtor’s, 
0.05-0.5 per cent. In the lately introduced lanolinum anbydricum the follow¬ 
ing percentage: Heiner’s, 33 per cent.; Metcalf & Co.’s (agnine), 26.8 per 
cent.; Merck’s, 17.5 per cent.; Eisner & Mendelsohn’s, 10.98 per cent.; Riedel’s, 
10.65 per cent.; Jafie & Darmstadtcr’s, 0.5-1 per cent. 

In ointments containing considerable powder, and also in those containing 
chemicals which are apt to undergo change when in intimate contact with 
water, lanolinum anbydricum is to be preferred as the base; also in those oint¬ 
ments, in the preparation of which heat is required. In other instances the 
ordinary lanolin may be employed. In general, it may be stated that oint¬ 
ments made with the ordinary lanolin are stiffer than those made with lano¬ 
linum anhydricum. 

Schweninger ( ChariH-Annalen, xi., Jahrg., 188G) gives his experience 
with lanolin, having treated about two hundred cases of skin disease at the 
dermatological clinic of the Cliarite Hospital in Berlin with this remedy. 
Where practicable, and where the disease was symmetrical, one side of the 
body was treated with lanolin ointment and the other side with various fats, 
glycerine, and vaseline ointments. In all cases, without exception, the results 
were in favor of lanolin. It is to be especially recommended for the relief of 
thickened, scaly conditions, roughness of the epidermis, eczema, psoriasis, 
pityriasis, prurigo, and ichthyosis. Moreover, the lanolin preparations are 
useful where a penetrating action (as in syphilis) is desirable, and where 
thickened epidermic layers are to be relieved. 
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Lichen Ruber. 

O-ESAit Bcece discusses lichen ruber in Norway (J fonaUheftefur prab. Der¬ 
matologic, October, 1886), more especially in Christiania, where, as in Northern 
Germany, the disease is of infrequent occurrence, the author having en¬ 
countered only seven cases during a period of eleven years. Both varieties 
of the disease—the acuminate and the plane—were met with, hut more fre¬ 
quently the plane. In two cases the acuminate was combined with the plane, 
but the former was in no instance found to exist alone. The subjects were 
all in good circumstances, an observation which has been on more than one 
occasion noted concerning the etiology of this affection by other reporters of 
cases. Back considers that the so-called lichen ruber (Ilebra) and lichen 
planus (Wilson), constituting respectively the acuminate and plane varieties 
of the lichen ruber of most uuthors, are one and the same disease, a view 
which is in opposition to the opinion of Robinson, of New York, who regards 
a slightly developed horny layer of the epidermis as characteristic of lichen 
planus. Bceck finds that this layer, although often variable in its develop¬ 
ment, is, as a rule, strongly marked, which, he adds, is in accord with clinical 
observation. All the cases reported were of a mild type, though two had 
exited thirteen and twenty-six years. The author observes that the disease 
pursues a variable course in different countries, concerning which point there 
seems to be no doubt. 

Rare Foniis of Iodide Eruption. 

JanoWSKY (Monatehcftc fur prab. Dermatologic, October, 1886) gives three 
cases of rare forms of iodide eruption. The first is that of a man, the subject 
of syphilis, aged fifty, and is similar to one reported by Morrow, of New 
York. The face was involved, and the affection was characterized by febrile 
symptoms, swelling, and an eruption of distended, clear vesicles of variable 
size. The mucous membrane of the mouth was also invaded. In the course 
of a few days the eruption became crusted and eczematous in appearance. 
Iodide of potassium was found in the urine and also in the vesicles. The efflo¬ 
rescence appeared on the second day, after only thirty grains had been taken, 
and was the second time the patient had suffered from the cutaneous manifes¬ 
tation. The second case was that of a syphilitic woman, the lesions being 
hemorrhagic, of the form of purpura, and involved the lower extremities. 
Similar cases are reported by Fox and by Thin. The third case occurred iu 
a syphilitic man. forty-six years of age, the cutaneous lesions resembling ery¬ 
thema nodosum, but lacking the bluish tints. The urine contained iodine. 
The disease was produced a second time by again vising the iodide after the 
first attack had passed off. The author regards this case as being like those 
described by Pellizzari a few years ago, and inclines to this observer’s view of 
the specific action of iodine on the vascular system. It has been repeatedly 
shown that the extent of the eruption bears no relation to the amount of the 
medicine used. 


ICHTHYOL. 

In the Chicago Medical Journal for December, 1886, Zeisi.er reports his 
experience with ichthyol. Externally, in all forms of eczema it proved use- 
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ful, the result in all but a few cases being favorable; according to the degree 
of acuteness, the remedy should be applied in the proportion varying from five 
to thirty per cent. In sycosis its effects were good in a majority of the cases; 
it was employed in the form of a ten per cent, ointment, in conjunction with a 
soap of ichthyol. In acne vulgaris the results were not positive. In acne 
rosacea its favorable influence was undoubted. 

Internally, the remedy was given in about twenty-five cases, in doses 
varying from three to to fifteen grains thrice daily. In general, as the author 
states from his limited experience, it may be said that in all cases in which 
the rheumatic diathesis and dyspeptic ailments may be considered etiological 
factors ichthyol will have indirectly a favorable influence by removing 
these conditions. Independently of such predisposing causes, however, it 
acted well, in the author’s experience, in a fcwcaseB of acne and acne rosacea 
in which it was prescribed. Possibly in some instances it may act, as sug¬ 
gested by Unna, by its contracting effects upon the cutaneous capillaries. 

Prof. Schweninger {Charitc-Annalcn, xi., Jahrg. 188G) has, since 1883, 
employed ichthyol, chiefly in from ten to fifty per cent, solutions, in rheuma¬ 
tism, lumbngo, neuralgias, gout, and migraine, and finds that in relieving the 
pains accompanying these diseases it acts better than any other known medi¬ 
cament. It also proved useful in the treatment of open wounds and in gan¬ 
grenous sores, applied on cloths or lint, and relieved pain about as effectually 
ns the other well-known remedies. In chronic eczema a ten per cent, oint¬ 
ment with oxide of zinc was employed, and in keratoses, where the epidermis 
had been previously removed by maceration and soap, it was found to cause 
healing rapidly. Internally, in the form of capsules, containing ten percent, 
solutions in ether, alcohol, glycerine, or water, it also proved valuable in various 
skin diseases, malaria, and East Indian fever. 


Importance of the Use of the Absolute Galvanometer in the 
Destruction of Superfluous Hair by Electrolysis. 

Iii a recent number (November 4,1886) of the Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal , Prince contributes some practical points to the subject of the re¬ 
moval of hair by electrolysis. The great desideratum is to effect the destruc¬ 
tion of the papillae without the production of Bcorring. In a certain percentage 
of cases this untoward result has been recognized by all observers as practi¬ 
cally inevitable, and has been considered due to individual peculiarity of the 
skin. Prince is of the opinion, however, that such a result is more probably 
caused by the use of too strong a current. The great variability in the 
strength of the current from the same number of cells, not only in different 
batteries but under varying conditions in the same battery, is well known, 
and hence the customary statement to use a certain number of cells is unsci¬ 
entific, and not without its dangers as relates to the matter of scarring. 
Another gauge usually advised is the occurrence of effervescence about the 
outlet of the follicles; but this is equally unscientific as this does not always 
show itself, and moreover the destruction of the papilla* may be effected with 
less chemical action than implied by effervescence. 

All precautions should be taken toward avoiding variability in the current; 
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for instance, instead of the sponge electrode, with which the current is weaker 
or stronger according to the degree of compression made, the positive electrodo 
should consist of a metallic plate, covered either with chamois or a layer of 
absorbent cotton and fastened to the forearm. This being the case, there 
should, of course, be an arrangement by which the current at the positive side 
could be broken before the needle is withdrawn. A suitable galvanometer, 
such as the author describes, permits thorough control of the battery, and the 
strength of the current may be readily measured. A current of one mil- 
liampere, passing two or three seconds, the author finds most satisfactory; it 
never should exceed two milliampCres. If the papilla is not destroyed in the 
time stated, the fault lies with the introduction of the needle—the failure to 
strike the papilla. During the sitting constant attention should be given to 
the galvanometer, in order that the current maybe kept at a uniform strength. 

The Treatment of Hypertrichosis. 

KaREWSKI, in a paper (Deutsche medicinische Wochen&chrift, No. 34,1S8G) 
on this subject', discusses the now well-known method by electrolysis and a 
new method by the galvano-cautery. The author’s experience with elec¬ 
trolysis has been such as to confirm its practicability and efficacy. An 
interesting point is his statement that there is practically no difference in the 
results, whether the needle is attached to the negative or to the positive pole, 
as at both poles disintegration will take place. If, however, the needle is 
attached to the positive electrode, it is necessary that it should he one of 
platinum or platino-iridium; with a steel needle oxidization occurs, the oxide 
of iron is left in the follicle, and a permanent pigment-speck remains. In 
regard to the method by galvatio-cautery, the author speaks equally favorably. 
A suitable handle is required, to which is attached a properly constructed 
needle. This latter consists of two platinum wires which are welded together 
at one end and ground to form a needle as fine in calibre as that commonly 
employed in electrolysis. The two free ends are attached to the handle, one 
connecting with the positive electrode and the other with the negative. When 
the battery is put in action the needle becomes heated to a white heat, and is 
then ready for the operation. (In the original paper a descriptive cut is 
given of both the needle and handle.—E d 3.) The procedure is, in its further 
steps, somewhat similar to that of electrolysis. 

The author sums up his experience with both methods as follows: 1. Both 
the galvano-cautery and electrolysis are adapted for the permanent removal 
of superfluous hair. 2. Both accomplish the purpose, with few exceptions, 
without perceptible scarring. 3. The galvano-cautery is more rapid and less 
painful, but the operation is, for the days immediately following it, more 
disfiguring. 


The Anatomy of Keloid in its Early Stage. 

An opportunity was offered Crocker [British Medical Journal, September 
18,1886) of studying the anatomy of a keloidal formation, arising from a 
scar, of less than a month’s growth. Histologically the tumor was found, 
even at this early stage, to differ but slightly from similar growths at a more 
advanced period, except that there still remained an abundance of cells and 
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nuclei, and as yet very few, if any, of the bloodvessels bad been obliterated 
and changed into fibrous bands, as is known to happen ns the tumor develops, 
especially in the central portions. The author considers the division of 
keloid into two classes—true and false—to be without anatomical or clinical 
foundation. An interesting and practical point evolved, confirmatory of 
Warren’s observations, is that the bloodvessels are affected far beyond the 
tumor. The value of this observation is obvious, as in those cases in which 
interference is deemed advisable, it is essential, if a recurrence is to be avoided, 
to cut wide of the growth in order to get beyond the diseased vessels. The 
tumor, the investigation of which formed the basis of this paper, was treated 
in this manner, and four months later there had been no Bign of a return. 

A Contribution to the Clinical Study of Scleroderma. 

The notes of two cases of this disease are given (Journal of Cutaneous and 
Venereal Diseases, November, 1886) by Graham. In one, a woman, aged 
forty-seven, the affection, which involved the whole surface, ran its course in 
ten months, ending in complete recovery. There was at no time oedema, aud 
there was but slight pigmentation, and this limited to the back of the neck 
and the upper lip. In the second case, a male, aged thirty-nine, the disease 
involved the trunk and limbs with considerable pigmentation and, in the be¬ 
ginning, oedema. Up to the time of.report it had shown no marked change for 
the better. In both of these cases there was a family history of rheumatism, 
although in neither had the patient suffered from the ordinary phenomena of 
this disease. From a study, symptomatically and pathologically, of the 
disease, based upon cases afforded by the literature and his own experience, 
the author is led to look upon it as a manifestation of the rheumatic diathesis, 
and, in view of this conclusion, advises the employment of anti-rheumatic 
remedies, such as potassium iodide, salicylate of sodium, etc., and, externally, 
baths, friction with oil, and the like. The author shares the view of several 
other observers in stating that there are two forms of the disease—acute and 
chronic; his first case representing the acute type and the second case the 
chronic form. In regard to the relationship of scleroderma to morphcea, 
Graham inclines to the belief that they arc closely allied, but for the present 
it is inadvisable to class them as one disease. 


A Case of Exfoliative Dermatitis (Pityriasis Rubra?) with 
Bullous Lesions. 

In the Journal of Cutaneous and Venereal Diseases for November, 1886, 
Hardaway reports a case in the course of which to the ordinary symptoms 
of pityriasis rubra was added, for a period of a week or ten days, the presence 
of bullous lesions. These appeared in crops of a dozen or less, and were 
scattered irregularly over the general surface. Each crop was preceded by a 
chill, with subsequent slight elevation of the temperature; but there was no 
regularity in their appearance. This anomalous formation then disappeared, 
and subsequently, at least so long as the case was under observation, the usual 
symptoms of pityriasis rubra were noted, 
no. clxxxti.—a pa cl, 1887. 37 
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Two Cases of Lupus Treated successfully with Iodoform. 

Tyrrell reports [British Medical Journal , October 30, 18SG) briefly two 
coses of lupus vulgarus involving the nose and upper lip, iu which the local 
treatment consisted solely of the application of iodoform in the form of an 
ointment (a drachm of iodoform to the ounce of vaseline). Cod-liver oil was 
prescribed in both cases. The parts soon assumed a healthy appearance, 
healing gradually but uninterruptedly; in one case a cure resulting in six 
months, and in the other in four to five months. 

Pastes in Cutaneous Therapeutics. 

According to Martin's experience (Deutsche medicinischc Woehenschrift, 
December 30,18SG), better results follow the treatment of inflammatory skin 
diseases, especially those of an eczematous type, by means of pastes than are 
to be secured bv other methods. What is commonly known as Lassaris 
paste—Ac. salicylic!, gr. x; pulv. zinci oxidi, pulv. nmyli, aa5>ji vaselin, 
oij—was employed In the author’s cases. It may be advantageously used in 
all forms of eczema. Where the parts affected permitted—as, for example, 
about the hands, arms, legs, etc.—the akin, after a thorough soap and water 
washing, is coated over with a thick layer of the paste, this covered with a 
thin film of clean cotton, and then a bandage of gauze applied. This dressing 
may remain on for several days, and in soiue instances even a week or longer. 
Rarely more than the repetition of three such dressings is necessary for a 
cure. When the eczema is upon the face, for obvious reasons the above 
method of application is impracticable, and the paste is, therefore, simply 
smeared on at frequent intervals. About the angles of the ears and nose, after 
applying the paste, a small thin film of cotton may be stuck on over it with 
better effect. 


Mycosis Fungoides. 

Kobner presents [Deutsche medicinischc Woehenschrift, Isos. 39 and 40,188G) 
the results of a careful study of this curious affection, based upon clinical 
observation and an analysis of the literature of the subject. Two cases are 
reported in full; in one of which the type was mild, and under increasing 
doses of arsenic recovery took place (two and a half years later there had 
been no reappearance of the disease); in the other case, the disease followed 
the usual course, a fatal result ensuing a few years after its first appearance. 

Clinically there seem to be two varieties of the disease. In one, which the 
author’s first case represents, the disease is usually more localized, being con¬ 
fined to several regions; the tumors are not so liable to sudden appearance 
and disappearance, are of slow growth, and there is no disturbance of the 
general health. There is always, however, the usual premonitory stage of 
red, eczema-like patches or superficial infiltration. This variety is apparently 
susceptible of relief by the arsenical treatment. 

The second variety is more frequently observed. Its course maybe divided 
into four stages. The first stage shows only erythematous patches or scat¬ 
tered eczematous lesions, ami occasionally urticaria-like eruption. This may 
lost from one to two years (and rarely as happened in the author’s second 



